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Lessons
from

The Beloved
and

His Vineyard
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ThevinewasextensivelycultivatedinPalestineandasignofpeaceand

prosperitywasthateverymanmightsitunderhisownvine.Thegrapeswere

largeandplentiful,aswasprovedbytheclusterfoundatEshcolandborneby

thespies.(Num.13:24)Theillustrationofa'vineyard'representingIsraelwas

onethatwouldbewellunderstoodbythem.Godhadformeditinavery

fruitfulhill,planteditwiththechoicestvine,andhaddoneeverythingpossible

foritsfruitfulnessandprotection.Yetwhenfruitwassought,itwasfoundto

havebroughtforthonlywildgrapes.EventuallyGodbrokedownthewall

thereof,andthevineyardwastroddendown—apictureofthestateofIsrael

untilnow.Ps.80:8-13;Isa.5:1-10.

Isaiah5beginswithwhatmaybecalled,TheSongofIsaiah.InDeuteronomy

32,wehavethesongofMoses,whichispartlyretrospectiveandpartly

prophetic.MosesutteredhissongatthestartofIsrael'snationalhistory;Isaiah

utteredhissongtowardsitsclosebutthetestimonyofbothisthesame.The

sadfailureofthepeoplewascomplete.

IsraelhadbeenJehovah'svineyard,andHehadorderedeverythingintheir

favour.Averyfruitfulspothadbeentheirlocationwithallnecessary

equipment.Thelaw,giventhroughMoses,hadfencedthemabout,soasto

protectthemfromcontaminationfromoutside,iftheyhadobservedit.

Moreovertheywerea"choicestvine,"fortheyhaddescendedfromAbraham,

oneofGod'schoicestsaints.Thuseverythinghadbeenintheirfavour.What

wastheresult?

Therewereresults,butofawhollyworthlessandevilsort.Wherejudgment

shouldhavebeen,oppressionwasfound:whererighteousness,onlyacryof

distress.

Isaiah’ssongendswiththeprophetgivingfigurativelanguageforthehard,

plainfactsofIsrael'ssin.Sixtimesoverdoesheuttereda"Woe"uponthemin

verses8-25,listingtheirmoralevilsthatstirredtheDivinewrath.Thefirstwoe

isflungatthemenforgraspingaftercovetousness,whoaimedatmonopolizing

housesandlandsforthemselves.Thesecondwoecondemnsthemfor

drunkennessandbeinggiventopleasures.Thethirdwoespeaksofsinfulness

indefianceofGodwhoseesallthings.Thefourthwoespeaksofperverting

goodandevil.Thefifthwoecondemnstheirprideandhavingconfidencein

themselvesandnotGod.Thelastwoespeaksoffalsejudgmentsgivingreward

7

SongofSolomon1:14

“MybelovedisuntomeasaclusterofcamphireinthevineyardsofEngedi.”

SongofSolomon2:13

“Thefigtreeputtethforthhergreenfigs,andthevineswiththetendergrape

giveagoodsmell.Arise,mylove,myfairone,andcomeaway.”

SongofSolomon6:11

“Iwentdownintothegardenofnutstoseethefruitsofthevalley,andtosee

whetherthevineflourishedandthepomegranatesbudded.”

SongofSolomon7:12

“Letusgetupearlytothevineyards;letusseeifthevineflourish,whetherthe

tendergrapeappear,andthepomegranatesbudforth:therewillIgivetheemy

loves.”

Isaiah61:5

“Andstrangersshallstandandfeedyourflocks,andthesonsofthealienshall

beyourplowmenandyourvinedressers.”

Thefigurativelanguageoftheseversestellusofthevineyardonceruinedby

unfaithfulmanwillflourishresultingfromtheworkofourLordJesustowhobe

allgloryandblessing.Amen
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The godly remnant cries out for their Lord to come and take to Himself the

vineyard. He will not only do so as he comes in judgment (see Is. 63:1-4) but He

will set up His kingdom and then they will bring forth fruit for God. (See Song of

Solomon 6:11)

John 2:1-10

“And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no

wine. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is

not yet come. His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto

you, do it. And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of

the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto

them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. And he

saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And

they bare it. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made

wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water

knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, And saith unto him,

Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well

drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now.”

This scene is a sign, which represents deeper teaching than just the historical

event, and refers to the day when the Lord will change the water (the Word of

God) to wine (joy in God) and not only change the water to wine but the stone

“pots” will be changed to vessels of glory. (See Ez. 36:26; Jer. 31:31-34; Zech.

14:20)

Hosea 2:15

“And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door

of hope: and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day

when she came up out of the land of Egypt.”

These and the following verses describe the wonderful day for Israel on earth

during the 1000 year kingdom of Christ. The place spoiled by Achan’s sin, Achor

which means “troubling” is now a door of hope and there will be great blessing.
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to the wicked. Therefore judgment in the form of desolation for both houses

and lands would fall upon them.

Do not these sins speak to our conscience? Though perhaps spared from some

of these sad failures, our hearts are most definitely the same!

Song of Solomon 2:15

“Take us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender

grapes.”

We might well ask where all this begins. Is it not in allowing little things which

grow and the conscience becomes hardened. Our lives are made up of

moments and these moments can be used for God or self. What will it be?

Jeremiah 12:10

“Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion

under foot, they have made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness.”

This is a solemn pronouncement that the leaders who should be shepherds are

the ones who have been so guilty in robbing God or fruit for His glory while

they sought to glorify themselves. We must measure ourselves by the Word of

God to see that our ways and motives are righteous and pure. Is what we do

and say truly for the Lord Jesus in love for Him who died for us?

Matthew 21:33

“Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a

vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a

tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country:”

Jehovah, the Householder had blessed Israel, His vineyard. He protected it and

separated it from the nations and made it possible for them to bring forth fruit

for his glory but instead they killed His Son and their Messiah. He is now in

heaven, “a far country”, waiting the time for His return. During this time of His

absence all who professes the Lord Jesus are in the sphere of this kingdom

under His rule. Have we learned the solemn lessons from Israel’s sad history?
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Matthew20:1

“Forthekingdomofheavenislikeuntoamanthatisanhouseholder,which

wentoutearlyinthemorningtohirelabourersintohisvineyard.”

Thispresentperiodwhenthekingdomisin“mystery”,“thekingdomand

patienceofJesusChrist”astheKingisinheavenbutGodstilllooksforfruit

fromHispeople.SeeMatt.3:8;7:20;John15:8;Rom.6:22;Gal.5:22;Php.

1:11;Col.1:6.AreyoureadytoserveGod?

John15:1

“Iamthetruevine,andmyFatheristhehusbandman.”

TheLord,whenHewasuponearth,saidHewasthetrueVineandHisdisciples

werethebranches.Therecouldnotandcannotbeanyfruit-bearingbutby

abidinginHim.WemustbesavedandalsobeincommunionwithHimtobring

forthfruitforGod.WhentheLordJesusspokeofHimselfas"thetrueVine,"

themindsofHisdisciplesperhapsturnedbacktoIsaiahchapter5,asoursalso

maydo.Israelwasthepickedsampleofhumanityinwhichthetrialofthe

wholeracetookplace.ThecondemnationofIsraelisthecondemnationofallof

us.WelearnthatnothingforGodcancomeoutoftheactivityofthefleshand

thatinthecrossofChristtheoldmanwasformallycondemnedrootand

branch.IfwearetobringforthfruitforGod’sgloryandthegloryofourLord

JesuswemustabideinHimbytheHolySpirit.Wemustbeincommunionwith

HimsothatouractionsarerighteousaccordingtotheWordofGodandour

motivesarepure,producedbyloveforChrist.

ThefirstmanandhisracearecondemnedandrejectedandtheSecondMan,

andthosewhoareofHimandinHim,areacceptedandestablishedforever.

Matthew26:29

“ButIsayuntoyou,Iwillnotdrinkhenceforthofthisfruitofthevine,untilthat

daywhenIdrinkitnewwithyouinmyFather'skingdom.”

TodaytheLorddoesnothavethefulfillmentofHisjoyas“thefruitofthe

travailofHissoul”hasnotyetbeencomplete.HewillsoonhaveHisheavenly
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peoplewithHimintheFather’shouseandHisearthlypeoplewilldwellinthe

landinobedienceanddependence.HisjoywillthenbecompleteandHewill

drinkofthevine.

1Kings21:1-29

“Anditcametopassafterthesethings,thatNaboththeJezreelitehada

vineyard,whichwasinJezreel,hardbythepalaceofAhabkingofSamaria.And

AhabspakeuntoNaboth,saying,Givemethyvineyard,thatImayhaveitfora

gardenofherbs,becauseitisnearuntomyhouse:andIwillgivetheeforita

bettervineyardthanit;or,ifitseemgoodtothee,Iwillgivetheetheworthofit

inmoney.AndNabothsaidtoAhab,TheLORDforbiditme,thatIshouldgive

theinheritanceofmyfathersuntothee.”Vs1-3

“Andthemenofhiscity,eventheeldersandthenobleswhowerethe

inhabitantsinhiscity,didasJezebelhadsentuntothem,andasitwaswritten

intheletterswhichshehadsentuntothem.Theyproclaimedafast,andset

Nabothonhighamongthepeople.Andtherecameintwomen,childrenof

Belial,andsatbeforehim:andthemenofBelialwitnessedagainsthim,even

againstNaboth,inthepresenceofthepeople,saying,Nabothdidblaspheme

Godandtheking.Thentheycarriedhimforthoutofthecity,andstonedhim

withstones,thathedied.”Vs11,12

Duringthetribulationperiodthegodlyremnant(theseedofJehovah)willlearn

fromtheScripturesabouttheirMessiahandturntoHimwhotheyonce

rejected.Indoingsotheywillbeterriblypersecuted,evenuntodeath,as

indicatedinthestoryofNabothwhosenamemeans“SeedofJehovah”.

AlthoughheiskilledheiswithhisLordlikethemartyrsinRevelation11.He

valuedhisinheritanceandwouldnotgiveitupjustasthegodlyremnantduring

thetribulationalongwiththeirbrethren.Theywillbebroughtbackfromthe

fourcornersoftheearthattheveryendofthetribulationandwillenterinto

theearthlymillennialkingdom.WhatadayitwillbeforChrist!

Psalm80:14

“Return,webeseechthee,OGodofhosts:lookdownfromheaven,andbehold,

andvisitthisvine;Andthevineyardwhichthyrighthandhathplanted,andthe

branchthatthoumadeststrongforthyself.”


